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Warden‘s Warblings
Hi everyone!
Hope you're all well and are now having a joyful vision of life returning to normal
as we progress through the easing of restrictions into a brighter future out of
lockdown.
It was very humbling for myself and Mathew
toinhave
been able to take the
What’s
the news?
wonderful gifts on behalf of yourselves at St Paul's for Michael and Virginia, and

The Vicar’s Blog
also to join them on the zoom farewell coffee morning chat.


Wardens’ warblings

Now that we are fully into the vacancy at St Paul's,
thistidings
last few weeks has been
Treasurer's
heart-warming to be offered such help by other clergy and people amongst us to

Captured on camera
continue with loving service of support until this position is filled and long may we
Covid updates
continue to be a living, loving and serving church
to everyone.
We hope that we've managed to
fulfil online services to everyone's
needs and have thoroughly
enjoyed bringing them to you all.

and more!

Our bright vision this month is filled
with wonder and excitement as we
prepare to open up again on palm
Sunday 28th March with the long
awaited joy of meeting face to
face and seeing the inside of our beautiful church.
With the rollout of the vaccine continuing to rise bringing the hope of safety and
new beginnings to so many can be seen as a reflection of God‟s love for us all as
on this passion tide Christian's all around the world take their own reflection on
God giving his only son Jesus Christ who died for us all then rose again to save us
all.
We look forward to bringing you our online service this Sunday.
Sincerely with love and blessings
Matthew and Nick.
Nick & Matthew. xx

a future and a hope…
You may have seen the quote from Jeremiah
29:11 appearing at the end of our online worship
recently.
This quote stood out to the Standing Committee
just before the start of the vacancy and we have
adopted it to remind us that that during the
vacancy and beyond The Lord will work out a
future for us a St Paul‟s and give us hope.
Look out for this appearing in more places in
church!

COVID Update
It is great that we are able to welcome you back for worship in St Paul‟s from 28th
March. We are following all current guidelines in place from the Government and
risk assessments will be updated accordingly. You will notice very little change in
the layout and procedures in place to keep you all safe. Here‟s a reminder of the
key points:
• The church doors will not open until 10:20am so please do not arrive before
this time. If you have to wait, please wait on the yellow markers outside ensuring
social distancing.
•

Sanitize your hands upon entry to church.

• You must wear a face covering upon entering church (unless you are
exempt).
•

Names will be recorded of those attending in line with track and trace.

•

You must not mingle with other people. You must go straight to your seat.

•

No singing is currently allowed, even by the choir.

• When the service is over, you must sanitise your hands on the way out and
exit straight away and not mingle with other households.
This is to keep you all safe and well. We have come this far and we do not want
St Paul‟s being tracked back to the source of an outbreak.
The Churchwardens and Deputy Wardens will remind you all procedures. Please
do not be offended if we have to remind you of our rules in place. It is for yours
and others safety.
Keep safe and well.

Matthew

Treasurers Tidings
Of course, the suspension of services will, once again, disrupt the flow of money given in
collections. If you use the yellow offertory envelopes please continue to put aside your weekly
offering - as so many of you have been doing since the first suspension of church services last
March.
Alternatively below is a button that you can click if you are reading this newsletter via an
online phone, tablet or computer and it will open our donations page in your browser. [Note
that the service providers we are using are the Church of England‟s technology partners,
whose security has been thoroughly tested.]
If this newsletter is printed you can find the button at the bottom of
St Paul‟s Macc website page.

Mothering Sunday thanks:
Thank you to the Guides and Brownies for their
part in the Mothering Sunday Service and for the
lovely videos, words, readings and prayers!
Thanks also to Janet Burrow for organising the
daffodils and cards which were so kindly and
safely distributed to people in the parish and our
own fellowship groups by our wonderful Fellowship Group leaders. I know that these were immensely appreciated by many people and
brought smiles and joy in these challenging times.
THANK YOU!

Here‟s a few messages of thanks:
Please pass on my thanks too for being included
in the lovely unexpected gift of daffodils and a
card for Mothering Sunday Very kind!

I Just wanted to say a really big thank you for the
flowers and thinking of me this Mothering Sunday.
I feel very blessed.
Hope you and all are keeping well.
Lovely little delivery from church, thank you St Paul’s.

Donate

Passion Sunday Online Service - https://youtu.be/u3e2a-s8098
Easter Flowers
This year, we have decided to just have one
stand of Easter Lilies at the altar.
It would be too difficult to arrange the memory
Lilies in time for Easter so we will look at doing
something similar at Harvest time. We will
decorate the church in our usual excellent style
with bright Easter floral colour.
If you would like to donate towards the cost of
the Easter Flowers, please put your donation in
an envelope marked „Donation for Easter
Flowers‟ and hand to the Churchwardens or
place in the special collecting box that will be
available as you come into church on both
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday.
Thank you.

Buildings update...
We‟ve still not had much movement on progressing the emergency repairs. We
are awaiting for the insurers to get back to us with regards some issues of the lead
as from photo‟s and inspection reports this clearly is suggested that some of the
lead damage has been caused by attempted theft.
We have met with the church architect and Bailey Steeplejacks and have plans
for the emergency works to take place as soon as we can get the go-ahead. We
have also liaised with the Diocese over the work too so they are aware.
Once the emergency work has been completed, we can then look at how we
proceed with the major work of the re-roofing and internal refurbishment of the
plaster work and paintwork. These are big expensive jobs and will take some time.
I have spoken with historic England to see how they can help us. We are awaiting
a visit from them when they are able to for a site survery to see whether the
church can be added to the Heritage at Risk Register. This will help us to attract
further grant funding (hopefully).
We will keep you up to date with any further developments!
Matthew & Nick

Happy Birthday!
If you have celebrated your birthday recently or are due to celebrate soon, here is the
St Paul‟s birthday song just for you:
Happy birthday to you.
Happy Birthday to you.
God bless you and keep you,
Happy birthday to you.

Interregnum
The core team has been put together to manage the day to day interregnum
comprising of both churchwardens (Nick and Matthew), Joan Mottershead, Ann
Harris, Malcolm Brown, Jean Bennett, Emma Dennehy and Anne Furphy. The core
team are made up of people already on the PCC so it makes it easier for
reporting back to and liaising with the PCC on interregnum progress and
processes so everyone knows where we are up to. We will also keep regular
communication through the newsletter with you all.
The core team have met and have planned the Easter services and also
discussed other aspects of the vacancy as well as general church business. We
will be as transparent as we are able to (obviously keeping confidentiality where
necessary) with aspects of church life so you know what is happening and when.
We feel this is important as we are a community together so that we can all live,
love, serve and grow together with God.
We are pleased to let you know that Rev‟d Canon Veronica Hydon will lead our
communion services on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays and All Age Worship and
Morning Prayer will be lay led. It‟s an amazing feeling to know that we will have
Sunday services covered a majority of the time. Any occasional offices such as
funerals, weddings and baptisms will be arranged as necessary and clergy
sought to cover. We have 2 weddings in June coming up and we already have
one of those services covered which is great.
Standing Committee will be meeting with The Rural Dean soon to discuss the
Vacancy and how things will move forward around this and they will also arrange
a PCC meeting soon after Easter. We will also have the APCM to undertake
before the end of May 2021.
If you have anything you need to discuss then please do contact any of the
Vacancy Team and they will do their best to help you.
“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who
love God, to those who are called according to his purpose” Romans 8:28
The Interregnum Team and PCC.

Online worship
We hope that you have enjoyed a different dimension for our online worship. We
know that the sound has been one of the challenges that we have faced, but
without professional recording equipment it has been difficult to rectify. Nick and
Matthew have had some fun putting together the trailers and services. We are
grateful to those who have contributed in any way to the services so far. One of
our service trailers even got a re-tweet on twitter by Bishop Mark! We are certainly
putting St Pauls on the map in the Diocese! We will look to what online worship
we will offer once services return to church.
Look out for a „Bloopers video‟ on our Facebook page in the coming weeks. Here
are a few pictures so far:

Farewell Michael – a thank you:
Dear Friends
I am writing to thank you all for the wonderfully kind and
extremely well-chosen presents, cards, flowers (for Virginia)
and messages which you sent on Sunday via your faithful
wardens, to whom also much thanks!
Virginia & I were immeasurably moved and they were
touching reminders of the fellowship we have shared over the
past few years. I was immensely impressed that someone
had been listening to a sermon and remembered that Jesus
Christ the Apple Tree is my favourite carol… And to have
such a beautiful picture by prominent Scottish artist John
Lowrie Morrison to remind me of my own Promised Land is
incredibly special. So thank you and bless you.
We await clarification of our next move and will be sure to let you know!
With our thanks, prayers and love. Michael & Virginia

CONGRATULATIONS MICHELLE!
Here are our Guide Leaders Linda, Sue, Sam and Emma
presented Guide Leader Michelle Barton with a 20 year
service achievement award.
This is a wonderful achievement Michelle and just
reward for the dedication you have shown over many
years to St Paul‟s Guides. We are very lucky at St Paul‟s
to be blessed with such wonderful and inspiring Leaders
in the Guides and all our Uniformed Groups.
THANK YOU Michelle and God Bless you.

Our office staff are currently working from home. If you need to speak to someone during this
time please contact either the Vicar in the first instance, or the Churchwardens. You can also
contact the leader of your weekly telephone contact group as well.
Churchwardens:
Matthew Cooper - 07515 167469 | Nick Mottershead - 07809 274565
Website: https://stpaulsmacc.org/
You Tube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQMeK5BCanr78m6_FuA0yFQ
(or search St Paul‟s Macclesfield in YouTube)
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsmacclesfield
In next month‟s issue we would love to share any news , notices or birthdays that you may
have. If you have something to send please email Emma on:
emma@stpaulsmacc.org
We look forward to sharing this with everyone!

