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Warden‘s Warblings
Hi everyone,
If myself and Matt have not been able to meet you face to face lately, we'd like to say a very Happy Easter to
you all.
We hope you've all enjoyed the services and will continue to do so that St Paul's (you all as the church) can
offer given the guidance of restrictions from the government and Church of England during the pandemic. We
have been and continue to be, so blessed by Reverend Canon Veronica Hydon's presence and love at our
communion services (and behind the scenes) and are so thankful for her amazing grace. It was so wonderful
that our first reopening communion Easter service wasWhat’s
led by Veronica
which was so joyful and refreshing
in the news?
given the past year. The church building was so beautifully decorated with a skilful arrangement of flowers by
a talented team. The celebration of service gave us all a sense
new beginnings
as Gods love binds us
TheofVicar’s
Blog
together, this personally strengthening my faith along the wonderful mysteries of life.

Wardens’ warblings
Holy week was led by different members of the congregation. The resources of technology enabled compline
to be led via zoom and thanks to Malcolm, Joan and Anne
FTreasurer's
for leadingtidings
these so well.

Stations of the cross was brought together in a single service in church which was beautifully led by Ann
Harris reciting the story with such compassion and accompanied
musically
by a talented new member of our

Captured
on camera
church Robert Marshall. Grateful thanks to all involved thus allowing others time to reflect. This year’s Holy
updates
week and Easter message to all passing by the churchyard Covid
as well
as a social media presence, was the
sight of 3 Large wooden crosses on the south west corner bank allowing people to see and in mind write their
and more!
own Easter message.
For myself this Easter time I recollected a time over the
winter months whilst driving back over the hills from
Buxton. I pulled over in order to gaze out across the
Cheshire plain and be still something that was
bothering my mind! Suddenly I was distracted by the
sound of a quad bike where a farmer was feeding his
sheep from an open bag on the back of the bike as he
rode along. Then on the other side of the road I could
hear an almighty chorus of bleating yet no sight of
anything other than stone walls. Then suddenly a large
flock of sheep came charging through an open gateway
racing across towards the roadside gate. I knew they
were heading to be fed by hearing the sound of the
bike as a calling! As the flock passed before me there seemed to be a commotion in the middle. As I soon
realised as the others scrambled past that one of the sheep had stopped as the rest of the flock continued on
their destination. The lone sheep just stared ahead as though frozen in time. Then as I became bewildered to
such behaviour, the then lone sheep turned fully to face the other way staring towards the gateway
bewildering me more! My eyes were fixed on its own vision to what took me in awe as a lame and scraggly
looking sheep came hobbling through the gateway with a weak bleat to the other as it passed by. The other
turned and followed behind! My foes suddenly disappeared as I realised the farmer (good shepherd) would
not have left his sheep behind yet we all have a shepherd’s duty within us to love one another!
Following the sad passing of His Royal Highness Prince Philip the Duke of Edinburgh which has come at an
extraordinary time as Christians around the world celebrate this wonderful Easter tide yet the loss of loved
ones and of one captured in the public eye reminds us of the journeys others have and ourselves before we
reach the kingdom of God!
Myself and Mathew wish you all a very happy and blessed Easter tide to you all!
Nick & Matthew. xx

a future and a hope…
We hope you liked your little Easter gift
bags which contained a copy of the verse
from Jeremiah for you to remind us going
through this vacancy that The Lord will work
out a future for us at St Paul’s and give us
hope.

COVID Update
It has been great to welcome you all back for worship and we would like to say
thank you to everyone for following the guidelines in place to keep everyone
safe. I We continue to follow all current guidelines in place from the Government
and risk assessments will be updated accordingly (quite a lot recently!). You will
notice very little change in the layout and procedures in place to keep you all
safe. Here’s a reminder of the key points:
•

The church doors will not open until 10:20am so please do not arrive before this
time. If you have to wait, please wait on the yellow markers outside ensuring social
distancing.

•

Sanitize your hands upon entry to church.

•

You must wear a face covering upon entering church (unless you are exempt).

•

Names will be recorded of those attending in line with track and trace.

•

You must not mingle with other people. You must go straight to your seat.

•

No singing is currently allowed, even by the choir.

•

When the service is over, you must sanitise your hands on the way out and exit
straight away and not mingle with other households.

This is to keep you all safe and well. We have come this far and we do not want
St Paul’s being tracked back to the source of an outbreak.
The Churchwardens and Deputy Wardens will remind you all procedures. Please
do not be offended if we have to remind you of our rules in place. It is for yours
and others safety.
Keep safe and well.
Matthew

Treasurers Tidings
Of course, the suspension of services will, once again, disrupt the flow of money given in
collections. If you use the yellow offertory envelopes please continue to put aside your weekly
offering - as so many of you have been doing since the first suspension of church services last
March.
Alternatively below is a button that you can click if you are reading this newsletter via an
online phone, tablet or computer and it will open our donations page in your browser. [Note
that the service providers we are using are the Church of England’s technology partners,
whose security has been thoroughly tested.]
If this newsletter is printed you can find the button at the bottom of
St Paul’s Macc website page.

Donate

Date for your diary!
It is time again for the APCM. There is no delay in holding the APCM this year,
they have to be held by 31st May 2021.
We are changing with tradition a little in when and how we hold the meeting.
The meeting will be held this year on:

Monday 17th May at 7pm in church
The meeting will be in 2 parts.
Election of Churchwardens and then
Annual Meeting of Parishioners.
Nick and Matthew have agreed to stand
as your Churchwardens again
for another year.
There will be 3 positions for election for the
PCC. If we receive more than 3
nominations, then a vote will be held.

Nick and Matthew encourage you to attend the APCM
as this is about YOUR CHURCH and it’s future.
The Electoral Roll closes on 2nd May for revising and updating, before the APCM.
Anyone who either lives in the Parish or has been a habitual worshipper at St
Pauls for at least six months qualifies to go on to the electoral roll.
Please see me for a form, thank you.
Ann Harris, Electoral Roll Officer

Easter 2021
Wow! What a great way to reopen the
church following the recent lockdown. It
was absolutely wonderful to see a full
church (in Covid capacity terms) for
Palm Sunday and Easter Day and a real
positive energy and vibe throughout.

Thank you to those who led services
during
Holy
Week
both
online
and in
church
and
these
were
reasonably
well attended.
Thank you to Reverend
Canon Veronica Hydon
for leading our Easter
celebrations too!
Thank you also to
those who
decorated the church
so beautifully and made it come alive
at the darkness of the lockdown
and the period of Lent.
Here are a few
pictures we
caught on
camera:

Buildings update...
We are pleased to let you know that we have applied for a List B Faculty
(Archdeacon’s permission) for the emergency work to be undertaken. We have
been granted permission now and have scheduled Bailey’s in to undertake the
work hopefully from 26th April onwards. This is a costly set of repairs for us at nearly
£6,000. We will keep you updated with progress, but hopefully soon the problems
areas will be watertight!
Once the emergency work has been completed, we can then look at how we
proceed with the major work of the re-roofing and internal refurbishment of the
plaster work and paintwork. These are big expensive jobs and will take some time.
I have spoken with historic England to see how they can help us. We are awaiting
a visit from them when they are able to for a site survey to see whether the
church can be added to the Heritage at Risk Register. This will help us to attract
further grant funding (hopefully).
We will keep you up to date with any further developments and look out for less
buckets and plastic covers around the building!
Matthew & Nick

In next month’s issue we would love to share any news , notices or birthdays that
you may have. If you have something to send please email Emma on:
emma@stpaulsmacc.org
We look forward to sharing this with everyone!
Happy Birthday!
If you have celebrated your birthday recently or are due to celebrate soon,
here is the St Paul’s birthday song just for you:
Happy birthday to you.
Happy Birthday to you.
God bless you and keep you,
Happy birthday to you.

Interregnum
The core team has been put together to manage the day to day interregnum
comprising of both churchwardens (Nick and Matthew), Joan Mottershead, Ann Harris,
Malcolm Brown, Jean Bennett, Emma Dennehy and Anne Furphy. The core team are
made up of people already on the PCC so it makes it easier for reporting back to and
liaising with the PCC on interregnum progress and processes so everyone knows where
we are up to. We will also keep regular communication through the newsletter with you
all.
The Vacancy Team will be looking to meet in the next few weeks to review how things
are going and plan on further ahead. We will be as transparent as we are able to
(obviously keeping confidentiality where necessary) with aspects of church life so you
know what is happening and when. We feel this is important as we are a community
together so that we can all live, love, serve and grow together with God.
We are pleased to let you know that Rev’d Canon Veronica Hydon will lead our
communion services on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays and All Age Worship and Morning
Prayer will be lay led. It’s an amazing feeling to know that we will have Sunday services
covered a majority of the time. Any occasional offices such as funerals, weddings and
baptisms will be arranged as necessary and clergy sought to cover. We have 2
weddings in June coming up and we have these services covered and also a Baptism
in May which is also covered.
The Standing Committee have met with The Rural Dean to discuss the Vacancy and
how things will move forward around this and the PCC met on 12th April to discuss this in
further detail along with other general church issues. One of the main aspects will be
looking at with regards to the vacancy is the writing of the Parish Profile which is quite a
lengthy task.
If you have anything you need to discuss then please do contact any of the Vacancy
Team and they will do their best to help you.
“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are called according to his purpose” Romans 8:28
The Interregnum Team and PCC.
*****

Online worship
We will continue to upload a link to the services in church via our YouTube channel. You
will have seen us filming recently and then aim is to have the service in a format
uploaded as soon as possible. This will hopefully be by the end of the Sunday, but with
other commitments it may fall over into the Monday before it is available.
We are also looking at updating the website and we are very grateful to Robert
Marshall for his time to help us do this. Thank you Robert!

St Paul’s Mission Group Updates
The Worship Group reconvened on 18th April for a socially distanced meeting in the
parish centre. The group members are Anne Furphy, Margaret Hall, Joan Chadwick,
Emma Dennehy, Jean Bennett and Ann Harris. Our two wardens were also present.
We discussed a number of issues relating to services and music and the way forward
over the next few months. Full minutes of the meeting are posted on the board in
the porch, however two dates for your diary that need highlighting are :1. To restart the Wednesday 10am service in the Parish Centre, once a month to start
with, on 19th May and then 16th June. Communion or Morning Prayer TBC.
Look out for more details in church and via email updates.
2. Flower Sermons 11th July an All Age Worship Service led by Veronica Hydon.
Ann Harris, Chair of Worship Group
The Community Mission Group
Emerging Futures – Hostel on Glegg Street and in town.
The hostel on the corner of Glegg Street and opposite the church is ran by a group
called Emerging Futures. They also run other hostels in the town as well. Recently,
the Community Group invited the Manager of the Group to share with us what
service they offer in the community. Many of the clients who arrive at the hostel
have recently being made homeless, have left hospital or drug support centres or
have a mental health issue. The hostels provide accommodation and support to
help reintegrate into the community successfully through their work and a multiagency approach.
St Paul’s have always supported the work of the hostel and they have once again
asked for our support in creating small boxes with essential goods in for when they
arrive such as toothbrush and toothpaste, toilet roll, toiletries, bedding (duvet &
Pillow and covers), crockery, knives, forks and spoons and so on. We felt that we
would be able to support them in creating these essential boxes and have a small
stock of them available for when anyone new comes into residence.
We hope that you are able to support their request as we look to create these boxes
for them over the coming weeks. If you feel that you could donate any of the items
listed in the previous paragraph then please do let us know by emailing either Emma
(emma@stpaulsmacc.org) or Matthew churchwarden1@stpaulsmacc.org) in the
first instance and they will let you know what items you can get. We will coordinate
this so that we don’t end up with lots of one item and none of the others.
Thanks in advance of your support!
David Furphy, Chair of Community Mission Group

Services at St Paul’s:
Here’s a reminder of our service pattern:
1st Sunday – Family Communion 10:30am
2nd Sunday – All Age Worship 10:30am
3rd Sunday – Parish Communion 10:30am
4th Sunday – Morning Prayer 10:30am
5th Sunday – Parish Communion 10:30am
Please ensure you continue to follow all guidance to make
yours, and others, visit to church as safe as possible.
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