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Warden‘s Warblings 
 
Hi everyone,  

 

Time seems to be flying by at the 

moment! 

 

Nick & I hope you are continuing to enjoy 

the services each week in church and 

also watching them online again at a 

later date. It is wonderful to see that more 

or less every week since we reopened 

that we have been at our Covid-safe capacity. Nick and I are truly grateful for all your 

support and kind words as we work together to ensure that during the vacancy we move 

forward with a hope and future. We continue to be blessed by the support of Reverend 

Canon Veronica Hydon in leading our communion services and also being on hand for 

advice when needed. We are so grateful for her time and wise words.  

 

This coming period we are starting to see life return in the form of a baptism and two 

weddings taking place in church, albeit still under Covid restrictions, but nevertheless, a 

sign that things are slowly and steadily beginning to show signs of some normality 

resuming. We have in our prayers all those involved in the weddings and the baptisms and 

that they may be a time of happiness and looking towards the future for them all.  

 

Nick and I along with the PCC continue to plan for the vacancy and the life of St Paul’s. I 

(Matthew) came across a reflection in a book given to me which made me think of St 

Paul’s during the vacancy and the way we are embracing the opportunity to breathe 

new life into things: 

 

“When we meet to discuss the maintenance and mission of our local church we need to 

remember that the tradition of which we are guardians is not a village pond of stagnant 

water, but a bubbling spring of newness of life. The church remains true to its past by 

moving forward because it is the servant of him who says, ‘Behold I am making all things 

new”.  

 

We have real opportunity to make a difference here at St Paul’s for everyone by staying 

true to our past but not being afraid to embrace new things, new ways and moving 

forward so that we are this bubbling spring of a newness of life that everyone wants to 

come and experience.  

 

With our love and prayers,  

Nick & Matthew. X 
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COVID Update 

It has been great to welcome you all back for worship and we would like to say thank you to 

everyone for following the guidelines in place to keep everyone safe. We continue to follow all 

current guidelines in place from the Government and risk assessments will be updated 

accordingly (quite a lot recently!). We look forward to seeing what the next Government 

review means for places of worship on 17th May. Look out for any updates. 

 

Here’s a reminder of the key points: 

 The church doors will not open until 10:20am so please do not arrive before this time. If 

you have to wait, please wait on the yellow markers outside ensuring social distancing.  

 Sanitize your hands upon entry to church. 

 You must wear a face covering upon entering church (unless you are exempt). 

 Names will be recorded of those attending in line with track and trace. 

 You must not mingle with other people. You must go straight to your seat. 

 No singing is currently allowed, even by the choir. 

 When the service is over, you must sanitise your hands on the way out and exit straight 

away and not mingle with other households. 

 

This is to keep you all safe and well. We have come this far and we do not want St Paul’s being 

tracked back to the source of an outbreak. 

The Churchwardens and Deputy Wardens will remind you all procedures. Please do not be 

offended if we have to remind you of our rules in place. It is for yours and others safety.  

Keep safe and well.  

Matthew 

Dates for your diary! 

Corpus Christi Communion 

A special service of communion will take place in church on Thursday 3rd June at 

7:30pm for the feast of Corpus Christi. Reverend Canon Veronica Hydon will lead 

the service. No need to book, just turn up. Doors will open at 7:15pm.  

 

Visitation from The Archdeacon of Macclesfield, the Venerable Ian Bishop. Ian will take our 

service of Morning Prayer at 10:30am on Sunday 27th June. Please put this in your diaries and 

make every effort to attend and encourage others to attend to. We have some nice things 

planned for the service. It’s our time to shine! 

Thank you 

The family of the late Betty Connor wish to thank everyone for their warm welcome to the 

church when they visited to inter Betty’s ashes into our Garden of Remembrance recently and 

thanks to those involved getting everything sorted for the interment to happen.  



Treasurers Tidings 

 

Of course, the suspension of services will, once again, disrupt the flow of money given in 

collections. If you use the yellow offertory envelopes please continue to put aside your weekly 

offering - as so many of you have been doing since the first suspension of church services last 

March.  

 

Alternatively below is a button that you can click if you are reading this newsletter via an 

online phone, tablet or computer and it will open our donations page in your browser. [Note 

that the service providers we are using are the Church of England’s technology partners, 

whose security has been thoroughly tested.] 

 

If this newsletter is printed you can find the button at the bottom of  

St Paul’s Macc website page. 

Parochial Church Council 
(PCC is the executive committee of a Church of England parish and 

consists of clergy and churchwardens of the parish, together with 

representatives of the laity. It looks after both religious and secular 

matters in a parish) 

 

The next PCC meeting takes place on Monday 14th June in church. If you have 

any ‘any other business’ items, please pass them to the PCC Secretary (Gill 

Emptage) or Nick or Matthew by noon on Sunday 13th June.  

 
APCM Results: 

In the Election of Churchwardens meeting, Matthew Cooper and Nick 

Mottershead were both elected as Churchwardens for one year. 

In the Annual Meeting of Parishioners Malcolm Brown, Tony Buckley and Janet 

Burrow were all re-elected onto the PCC for 3 years. 

 

PCC Members May 2021 

Ex-officio Members 

Matthew Cooper (Churchwarden) 

Nick Mottershead (Churchwarden) 

Jean Bennett (Deanery Synod Representative) 

Joan Mottershead (Deanery Synod Representative) 

Elected Members 

Anne Furphy (until 2022) 

Lynda Lomas (until 2022) 

Gill Emptage (until 2022) 

Joan Chadwick (until 2023) 

Ann Harris (until 2023) 

David Furphy (until 2023) 

Malcolm Brown (until 2024) 

Tony Buckley (until 2024) 

Janet Burrow (until 2024) 

Donate 

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/5bcce5eb-949e-4657-baa4-59c9cf111958


Revd Dr John Roskilly – 1933 – 2021 

We were also deeply saddened to hear of the news of the death of Fr. 

John Roskilly recently.  

We first knew Fr John in March 1991 when he moved to Rainow. He 

had been a GP in Bramhall and involved in St Michael’s Bramhall. He 

was ordained and for several years was at Marton and Siddington.     

On arriving in Rainow he had ‘tried’ Rainow Church and then 

Hurdsfield and continuing down the hill until he arrived at St Paul’s !! He and Liz quickly settled 

at St Paul’s with John helping out with Services and he was very supportive of our Parish 

Development Programme in (1992-1994).  He was involved in the setting-up of our Bible Study 

Groups and his wife, Liz, was a staunch member of the Ladies Needlework Guild. 

John covered three Interregnums at St Paul’s – 1996-1997, 2001-2003 and 2010. 

Towards the end of 2010 he moved back to Marton and Siddington to help out there. 

We had seen him occasionally over the last 10 years and he and Liz had continued their 

friendship with several of St Paul’s people. Towards the end of 2019 he and Liz occasionally 

attended our 10.30am Services. 

Unfortunately, in mid- January he and Liz both had chest infections and John had to go into 

hospital. Sadly, he had a fall whilst in hospital and broke his hip. He passed away in 

Wythenshawe Hospital.    

John’s sincerity and deep faith touched many people’s lives, not just at St Paul’s, but much 

farther afield.  John will be sadly missed by all who knew him. 

Our love and thoughts remain with Liz and the family at this time.  

Musical thank you! 

It has been wonderful to have the choir singing at services again, albeit as a 6. We cannot 

underestimate the importance that the choir and the music brings to the life and the worship 

at St Paul’s. Several people were very emotional hearing the organ playing and choir singing 

on Palm Sunday when we reopened for worship. 

We must pay particular thanks to Joan Chadwick for all her hard work in arranging organists, 

playing the piano herself at services, choosing the hymns for the services and taking monthly 

choir practices. Thank you Joan, we appreciate it immensely.  

We look forward to when the choir can sing as a full group again in the not too distant future 

we hope. That will be an extremely special occasion when it finally happens! 

HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 

We were saddened to hear of the 

news of the passing of  

HRH Prince Philip.  

We marked our respect by having a 

special service and taking time to offer our thanks for his 

service and dedication to The Queen and country.  



Happy Birthday! 

If you have celebrated your birthday recently or are due to celebrate soon,  

here is the St Paul’s birthday song just for you: 
 

Happy birthday to you. 

Happy Birthday to you. 

God bless you and keep you, 

Happy birthday to you. 

Buildings update... 

Baileys have been progressing on the works on the church roof and completed work on the 

building to combat the leaks. We have had mixed results with this!  The work was tested to its’ 

limits on Bank Holiday Monday with the rain storm and pleasingly extreme problem areas 

appeared dry, but, others areas that were small problems continue to be an issue and a new 

rain in area appeared!  We think this work might be a bit like the Forth Bridge! Bailey’s are 

working with us and will be back over the next couple of weeks to address the further issues.  

We will keep you up to date with progress.  

Matthew & Nick 

In next month’s issue we would love to share any news , notices or birthdays that 

you may have. If you have something to send please email Emma on:  

emma@stpaulsmacc.org or Matthew on churchwarden@stpaulsmacc.org 

We look forward to sharing your news with everyone! 

Emerging Futures – Hostel on Glegg Street and in town 

The hostel on the corner of Glegg Street and opposite the church is operated by a group 

called Emerging Futures. They also run other hostels in the town as well.  Recently, the 

Community Group invited the Manager of the Group to share with us what service they offer in 

the community. Many of the clients who arrive at the hostel have recently being made 

homeless, have left hospital or drug support centres or have a mental health issue. The hostels 

provide accommodation and support to help reintegrate into the community successfully 

through their work and a multi-agency approach.  

St Paul’s have always supported the work of the hostel and they have once again asked for 

our support in creating small boxes with essential goods in for when they arrive such as 

toothbrush and toothpaste, toilet roll, toiletries, bedding (duvet & Pillow and covers), crockery, 

knives, forks and spoons and so on. We felt that we would be able to support them in creating 

these essential boxes and have a small stock of them available for when anyone new comes 

into residence.  

We hope that you are able to support their request as we look to create these boxes for them 

over the coming weeks. If you feel that you could donate any of the items listed in the previous 

paragraph then please do let us know by emailing either Emma (emma@stpaulsmacc.org) or 

Matthew  churchwarden1@stpaulsmacc.org) in the first instance and they will let you know 

what items you can get. We will coordinate this so that we don’t end up with lots of one item 

and none of the others. 

Thanks in advance of your support! 

The Community Mission Group @ St Paul’s 

mailto:emma@stpaulsmacc.org
mailto:emma@stpaulsmacc.org
mailto:churchwarden1@stpaulsmacc.org


Interregnum  

The core team has been put together to manage the day to day interregnum 

comprising of both churchwardens (Nick and Matthew), Joan Mottershead, Ann Harris, 

Malcolm Brown, Jean Bennett, Emma Dennehy and Anne Furphy. The core team are 

made up of people already on the PCC so it makes it easier for reporting back to and 

liaising with the PCC on interregnum progress and processes so everyone knows where 

we are up to. We will also keep regular communication through the newsletter with you 

all.  

The Vacancy Team met recently and discussed how things are things are progressing. 

One area discussed was more support for Nick and Matthew and ensuring that they are 

not overburdened with delivering services along with daily parish management and 

both working full-time. The team agreed that the service of Morning Prayer on the 4th 

Sunday could be taken by different people and a plan of action was put into place 

starting on 23rd May! 

The PCC met on 12th April face to face and had a positive meeting which was a time of 

reflection, which was difficult in parts, but a real focus on moving forward positively. 

Minutes of the meeting will be displayed on the church notice board in due course.  

The Team will be as transparent as we are able to (obviously keeping confidentiality 

where necessary) with aspects of church life so you know what is happening and when. 

We feel this is important as we are a community together so that we can all live, love, 

serve and grow together with God. 

We are looking forward to our first baptism on 23rd May since reopening and also our 

first wedding on 5th June. Plans are in place for these and the office and the relevant 

vacancy team members have discussed this.  

If you have anything you need to discuss then please do contact any of the Vacancy 

Team and they will do their best to help you.  

“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love 

God, to those who are called according to his purpose” Romans 8:28 

The Interregnum Team and PCC. 

* * * * * 

Online worship 

We will continue to upload a link to the services in church via our YouTube channel. You 

will have seen us filming recently and the aim is to have the service uploaded as soon 

as possible. This will hopefully be by the end of the Sunday, but with other commitments 

it may fall over into the Monday before it is available. 

Please note that there will be no recording available of the service on Sunday 30th May. 

We are also updating the website and we are very grateful to Robert Marshall for his 

time to help us do this. Thank you Robert! 



Beavers 

Seven of the St. Paul’s Beavers joined with 

about 80 Beavers from the district on a 

Tropical Island Virtual camp in April.  

We had three zoom sessions and lots of at 

home activities.  

Beavers camped out in dens, made bird 

feeders, did nature walks, made edible 

campfires and lots lots more. 

We invested 2 new St Paul’s Beavers and 

awarded Lachlan with his  

Bronze Chief Scouts Award. 

Services at St Paul’s: 
Here’s a reminder of our service pattern: 

 

1st Sunday – Family Communion 10:30am 

2nd Sunday – All Age Worship 10:30am 

3rd Sunday – Parish Communion 10:30am 

4th Sunday – Morning Prayer 10:30am 

5th Sunday – Parish Communion 10:30am 

Wednesday Communion – every 3rd Wednesday of the month 10am 
 

Please ensure you continue to follow all guidance to make  

yours, and others, visit to church as safe as possible. 



 

Website:  https://stpaulsmacc.org/        
You Tube Channel:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQMeK5BCanr78m6_FuA0yFQ 

(or search St Paul’s Macclesfield in YouTube) 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsmacclesfield 

To link direct to the above pages, just click on the links or press control and click. 

KEY CONTACTS AT ST PAULS  

Your Churchwardens Matthew Cooper churchwarden@stpaulsmacc.org 

07515 167469  

 Nick Mottershead 07809 274565 

Pastoral Assistant Joan Mottershead pastoral@stpaulsmacc.org 

07758 098240 

Parish Administrator Emma Dennehy emma@stpaulsmacc.org /  

07966 973804 

PCC Treasurer Malcolm Brown treasurer@stpaulsmacc.org 

424957 

PCC Secretary Gill Emptage gillemptage@hotmail.co.uk 

PCC Members Gill Emptage – PCC Secretary,  

Malcolm Brown – Treasurer,  

Matt Cooper, Nick Mottershead,  

Joan Mottershead, Jean Bennett 

Tony Buckley, Janet Burrow,  

Anne Furphy, Lynda Lomas,  

Joan Chadwick, Ann Harris,  

David Furphy, Simon Adams  

Safeguarding Officer Ann Harris 07759 557834  

Health & Safety Matthew Cooper 07515 167469  

Mission Group Leaders Community Group 

David Furphy 

07887 931574 

 Maintenance Group 

Malcolm Brown 

424957 

 Worship Group 

Ann Harris 

07759 557834 

Fellowship Group Leaders Joan Mottershead 

Marjorie Kearns 

Jean Bennett 

Ann Harris 

David & Anne Furphy 

Emma Dennehy 

Jo Turner 

Nick Mottershead (Uniform) 

joanmottershead@ntlworld.com 

marjkearns@yahoo.co.uk 

jean.bennett63@ntlworld.com 

annant2009@live.co.uk 

annefurphy@hotmail.co.uk 

emmadennehy@ntlworld.com 

joanna.c.turner@ntlworld.com 

mancheeny@yahoo.co.uk 

https://stpaulsmacc.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQMeK5BCanr78m6_FuA0yFQ
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsmacclesfield

