
 
Covid-19 online edition           JANUARY 2021 

What’s in the news? 

 The Vicar’s Blog 

 Wardens’ warblings 

 Treasurer's tidings 

 Captured on camera 

 Covid updates 

and more! 

Vicar’s Blog 

 

Epiphany is considered to be a time of revealing, of things being seen for what 

they really are. Christians understand by this that our poor, incomplete and 

highly subjective view of reality is met by God’s revealing of himself in the 

person of Jesus as the ground of that reality, as the creator, redeemer and 

sustainer of it, and as the one who gives us our identity. 

 

Whilst as humans we still remain incomplete and highly subjective, seeing, as St. 

Paul puts it, ‘through a glass darkly,’ as Christians we can expect to share a little 

in seeing something of the reality of how things are. 

 

I am sure we would all agree that the pandemic has been a terrible trial for the world. Our 

country has been profoundly impacted by it. As I write, excess deaths are reaching 100,000. 

Swathes of the economy are devastated. Young people feel their futures blighted. Domestic 

violence is increasing, mental ill health is rising and the resources to address it are decreasing. 

Arts, music and culture are disappearing, leaving artists with no easy means of earning a living 

and audiences unable to experience the enrichment of life that performance brings. Our 

friendships are distanced, barriered behind screens. Intimacy and touch within families who live 

apart have become rare privileges rather than the fabric of everyday life. 

 

And yet in many ways the pandemic has also helped us to see the reality of things more clearly. 

It has let us see who and what we really value, in stark contrast to the value society at large has 

placed on these things. One of the ways we can ‘hold on’ during this extended crisis is to 

project ourselves to the other end of it; to ask ourselves what, as Christians, we would want to 

see when the pandemic is over and to pray that God would bless us as we seek to move 

towards a new reality.  

 

We could start on a personal level by examining our own priorities, and with Lent fast 

approaching it could be a very timely exercise. We could look at how we spend our time and 

our resources. We could look at how we consume and how our choices affect others and 

affect the environment. We could look at how we can build our own awareness of the hidden 

darknesses around us. How can we ensure that the things we value and which make life worth 

living for us can be protected and also shared more widely? How can we include those in this 

vision who are so manifestly suffering at the present time? 

 

Being prepared to ask ourselves such questions is to share in the prophetic work of the church 

and to extend our understanding of our mission. It is not always comfortable because we may 

have to let go of some of the things we hold onto for our own security. But it is the calling of all 

Christians to build hope, and hope requires vision. 

 

Every blessing! 

Michael 
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Wardens’ Warblings 

 

Hello everyone and Happy New Year!  

 

Having taken on the role of Churchwarden, I'd like to express my gratitude to Jean and 

Mathew for the hard and professional work they have been committed to carrying out at St 

Paul's over the last few years. I openly say this, having enjoyed the worship the church has 

provided for myself as an individual, and the fellowship I have had with others on life’s journey. 

Taking on the role of Churchwarden has truly opened my eyes to the ‘behind the scenes’ work 

that lots of people participate in, to ensure that worship and fellowship is achieved here at St 

Paul's, On behalf of myself and all at St Paul's, thank you Jean for all you have done during 

your time as Churchwarden and continue to give with the love of God. 

 

My fellow warden Matthew and I have begun to spend weekend walks across the open 

countryside.  This has given us time to take in and reflect on the wonderful places on our 

doorstep here in Macclesfield - part of God's great 

kingdom. All kinds of weather have challenged us along 

the way, from the calmest and warmest of days, to the 

bleak and dreary rain blasting from all directions; the goal 

being the warmth of our homes or, on a few occasions, 

the cooling summer refreshments on hand when 

completed. These have been a reminder to me of 

what life’s journey can hold before the Kingdom of God 

rewards our work in this life, 

 

Starting this new and significant position here as 

Churchwarden, along and amongst you, I wish for your 

continued safety during these times and both Matthew 

and I look forward to welcoming you back to church 

when it is safe and right to do so. 

 

Nick (Warden). 

Online worship resources. 

Have you looked online at the resources now 

available to help with your worship? 

Here is a link to the sections: 
 

Pray with us: 

Each week, this section of the website will be 

updated with the prayers used in the Sunday service. 

We are grateful to those who write the weekly prayers 

and give their time and words to put together such 

meaningful and special prayers so that we can pray 

together. Click the picture below to be taken to the 

pray with us section of the website. 

 
Worship with us: 

Each week, the Sunday service is uploaded to the 

website and our YouTube Channel for you to reflect 

upon during the coming week or to share with your 

friends and family. Click on the picture to be taken to 

the online worship section of the website. 

https://stpaulsmacc.org/?page_id=2717
https://stpaulsmacc.org/?page_id=2416


Treasurers Tidings 

 

Of course, the suspension of services will, once again, disrupt the flow of money given in 

collections. If you use the yellow offertory envelopes please continue to put aside your weekly 

offering - as so many of you have been doing since the first suspension of church services last 

March.  

 

Alternatively below is a button that you can click if you are reading this newsletter via an 

online phone, tablet or computer and it will open our donations page in your browser. [Note 

that the service providers we are using are the Church of England’s technology partners, 

whose security has been thoroughly tested.] 

 

If this newsletter is printed you can find the button at the bottom of  

St Paul’s Macc website page. 

Covid update 

 

The Standing Committee recently took the decision to suspend Sunday morning worship, with 

agreement from the PCC, until further notice. The rise in Coronavirus cases and of course the 

new variant spreading quickly meant that we had to be sure of everyone’s safety and wellbe-

ing and it was felt that at this time it was just not worth the increased risk of our congregation 

being exposed to this after we have done so well to make St Paul’s a Covid safe place to at-

tend.  

 

This was a hard decision to make to suspend worship as we know coming to church means so 

much to many of you, but we want everyone to be back with us fit and healthy when we do 

eventually re-open. Standing Committee will review the decision towards the end of January, 

but with lockdown not ending until at least mid-February at the earliest, the church is not likely 

to be open before then. 

 

The Parish Centre also remains closed to all groups and hirers at this present moment. By the 

time this lockdown is over, the centre will have been closed to hirers for almost 12 months (bar 

a few weeks hire). This has been a substantial loss of income for us over this period.  

 

Keep safe and well.  

Matthew 

Happy Birthday! 

If you have celebrated your birthday 

recently or are due to celebrate soon, here 

is the St Paul’s birthday song just for you: 
 

Happy birthday to you. 

Happy Birthday to 

you. 

God bless you and 

keep you, 

Happy birthday to 

you. 

A thought from Anne Goodwin 

These words were on a birthday card sent to me. 

Something to think about….. 

God never would send you the darkness if he felt 

you could bear the light. 

But you would not cling to his guiding hand if the 

way were always bright. 

And you would not care to walk by faith could 
you always walk by sight. 

Donate 

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/5bcce5eb-949e-4657-baa4-59c9cf111958


Christmas 2020 

We were privileged to still share the joys of Christmas with as many 

people as possible during December and the various services in 

church. We held socially distanced Christingle, 9 lessons and carols 

and crib services with between 40 and 60 people safely present. 

Here are a few photos to remind us of a special time at St Paul’s 

this Christmas whether you joined us in person or are seeing these 

for the first time.  

Here is the St Paul’s fabulous 

Christmas tree of 2020. 

 

 

 

 
Christingle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Nine Lessons and Carols 

Crib Service  

Christmas Fun@4 in a Bag were distributed around the Parish and Macclesfield in mid 

December full of Christmas activities to do at home as a family.  One of the activities was to 

make a character from the Nativity and bring it 

to the service on Christmas Eve and during the 

service bring it to the manger at the front of 

church. 



Upcoming services at St Paul’s 

Online services only until further notice—please see the website for the video link, 

prayers and updates. 
Please ensure you continue to follow all guidance to make yours, and others, visit to church as 

safe as possible. 

Wednesday morning communion has yet to be scheduled for a re-start date. 

An Evening in Conversation with Brian Kay:  Thursday 28 January 2021   

Join us for a fascinating evening in conversation with Brian Kay, Vice-President of the 
RSCM and Hugh Morris, RSCM Director. A founding member of the King’s Singers, Brian 
has spent a lifetime in music and is well-known for BBC Radio broadcasts as well as his 
work as an international choral and orchestral conductor.  

He has a rich store of tales to tell! Brian and Hugh will spend the first 45 minutes in lively 
conversation and will be discussing his new book, Music, My Life: A Gallimaufry of Musical Memories.   
There will be an open Q&A session at the end. 
 
For more information and to book a ticket click here. [if this is a digital newsletter, press Ctrl and click on the blue ‘here’] 
If this is a hard copy of the Parish Newsletter please visit their website www.rscm.org.uk  Tickets £10 

Churchwarden induction 

On the 23rd November, Nick and I joined over 200 other Churchwardens online for the visitation 

service for installation as your Churchwardens.  

It was a lovely online service led by our Archdeacon, Rev. Ian 

Bishop, it’s just a shame that our congregation could not be 

present. St Paul’s has a tradition of the most people attending a 

visitation service each so we have to hope in 2021 we can once 

again do this and lead the way with a healthy, happy following 

of Parishioners! 

Both Nick and I look forward to serving you as YOUR 

Churchwardens.                                                Matthew & Nick 

Buildings update…….. 

Bailey Steeplejacks have completed a full 

inspection of the roof and provided a 

very detailed report that needs a 

focussed study to ensure we know what 

we need to do and what we are facing 

work wise and cost wise. There are areas 

of the roof that need urgent attention, but 

the good news is at the moment the roof 

is unlikely to fall in! There is work to be 

done to secure it though and prevent 

further rainwater coming into the church 

and damaging the fabric of the building. 

At the December PCC Meeting, it was 

devolved to the Standing Committee to 

take forward discussion of the report and 

form a plan to report back to the PCC for agreement and action. We look forward to sharing 

this with you when we are able.  

It is evident that emergency work is going to have to be done sooner or later as since the 

inspection work was carried out, sadly, instances of rain in’s are becoming more frequent and 

also showing up in other areas. Currently we have plastic sheeting and lots of buckets covering 

the carpet by the font and buckets out at lots of other places! We have also had a fall of 

plaster from part of the wall on the south side aisle.   Matthew & Nick 

https://rscm.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=18685bbbacc47514a4925d925&id=231968404f&e=431cc43939


In the bleak midwinter… 

We have seen several falls of snow over the Christmas Period and into early January with cold 

winds and icy days. The snow has however provided some beautiful scenes around the church 

yard and a place for families to enjoy it. Here are a few pictures that we have received. 

In next month’s issue we would love to share any news , notices or birthdays that you may 

have. If you have something to send please email Emma on:  

emma@stpaulsmacc.org   

We look forward to sharing this with everyone! 

Our office staff are currently working from home. If you need to speak to someone during this 

time please contact either the Vicar in the first instance, or the Churchwardens. You can also 

contact the leader of your weekly telephone contact group as well. 

Vicar:  Rev. Dr. Michael Fox - vicar@stpaulsmacc.org  

      (Working days: Monday, Wednesday & Sunday).  
Churchwardens: 

Matthew Cooper - 07515 167469 | Nick Mottershead - 07809 274565 

 

Website:  https://stpaulsmacc.org/        
You Tube Channel:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQMeK5BCanr78m6_FuA0yFQ 

(or search St Paul’s Macclesfield in YouTube) 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsmacclesfield 

Dear All  

I WISH YOU HAPPY AND PEACEFUL NEW YEAR.  

I’m sure by now you are all aware that I’m no longer one of the Churchwarden’s!!!  

I just want to thank you all for the support you have given me over the last 3yrs .  

It has been a privilege to have undertaken such a position, I want to say a very big thank you 

to my fellow warden Matthew who with out his support I’m not sure I’d have made my three 

years .  

I’m sure by now you know that Nick Mottershead has taken on the  

Positioned Churchwarden along side Matthew. I wish them all the best and I know they will 

give their all to St Paul’s and all who worship there.  

I look forward to seeing you all in what we can only hope and pray will be a better year than 

last.  

Keep safe and take care God bless you all and thank you once again.  Jean xx 
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