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Vicar‟s Blog 

 

Farewell! 

 

The time has arrived for me to sit down and write my farewells to you all after 

four and a half years as your Priest in Charge. As a member also of the 

Diocesan Vocations team for the past three years I ought perhaps to be able 

to apply the lessons to myself that I aim to help others to learn when discerning 

God‟s will for the future. One of the chief lessons is that sometimes God calls us 

into risky living in unexpected places! Virginia and I have for sometime believed 

that we have been living in a „threshold space‟, a place of waiting and being prior to moving 

forward into something new. 

 

It‟s no secret that we have hoped and expected the „new‟ to be based around the word 

„Norfolk‟, a place we both love very much, a place we have dreamed of living in for many 

years and a place where we have many friends, not to mention ancestors. We decided last 

summer that it was time to take a step of faith but then the November lockdown and the New 

Year lockdown and the increasingly serious situation made that step appear more difficult. But 

we took it anyway. We still don‟t quite know exactly what God wants us to do or precisely 

where he wants us to do it, but we are on an adventure to find out. 

 

So my final thoughts I offer you are about „calling‟ and the sense in which every single one of us 

who loves God has a calling, no matter what our situation. A few weeks ago Bishop Mark wrote 

to all the Chester clergy, basing his thoughts, as befits the beginning of a new ministry, on the 

opening of St. Paul‟s letters. So I am borrowing the principle of his idea but taking the ending of 

one of Paul‟s letters instead. 

 

At the end of his first letter to the church in Thessalonika, Paul writes: “May the God of peace 

himself sanctify you entirely; and may your body and spirit and soul be kept complete and 

blameless. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. Beloved, pray for us.” God is 

calling you, always calling you. He has a plan for you, as a church and as individuals. Part of 

that plan may be understood as the continuous call into „sanctity‟ which means becoming 

holy, and as I have said many times, holiness is not to do with becoming more „pious‟ or 

„religious‟ but is to do with the presence of God himself in your life as a church and your life as 

an individual. And Paul suggests that every aspect of you - body, mind and spirit - is involved. 

Indeed, this is what makes you „complete‟, and gives you your integrity as the Body of Christ. To 

be complete then, does not require you to be doing something particular, and doing it faster, 

more efficiently, more urgently. It requires you to be open to the presence of God: to be alert to 

the surprising way he makes himself present through the work of his Spirit in you and amongst 

you. Nothing much else matters. Really. Because where God is, there is love in all its 

completeness, its richness and variety. Where God is, there is peace in all its beauty and 

profundity; there is integrity, there is real community; there is life itself.  
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Wardens’ Warblings 

 

Hello everyone! 

We hope that you are all keeping safe and 

well during this lockdown. This lockdown seems 

to have been tougher on everyone in different 

ways. The longing to see people, to hug 

people, to talk face to face and to meet up 

still seems quite far off. The winter weather has 

also played a part with gloomy and wet days. 

We hope that many of you will now have 

received your first covid vaccines and here‟s 

hoping that this now leads the way to 

restrictions being eased over time and that 

long awaited desire to worship again together 

in church.  

We begin the journey into Lent this month and it‟s almost 12 months now since the first 

lockdown and services were first suspended in church. It seems as this Lent period will take a 

similar course. Maybe you can pray the Stations Of The Cross at home or follow a Lenten 

Study? We are sure that Michael will have some resources available for us to use over this lent 

period.  

We have lots of updates to share with you and these are all detailed below in the subsequent 

sections so we wont go into much detail here other than we are facing a very challenging 

period ahead of us in several ways. What we are good at here at St Paul‟s is pulling together 

and making things work and happen when we are faced with challenges. Nick and I feel rest 

assured that we know everyone will do their bit where and when needed and you can be 

reassured that we will both do our bit and more! That‟s what makes St Paul‟s such a special 

place.  

 

We leave you with the words from Deuteronomy 31:6,8 “Be strong and bold; have no fear or 

dread of them, because it is the Lord your God who goes before you. He will be with you; he 

will not fail you or forsake you.” 

 

With love and warmest regards. 

Matthew and Nick  

And you, all of you, are being called into that. And you are called to pray. So, beloveds, 

please do pray for Virginia and me. 

 

And finally, I would like to thank you all - for friendship, fellowship and fun, in times of joy and 

also in times of sorrow. I know how much you care for each other, and I pray that you may go 

on extending that care wider and wider into the community that surrounds you and which 

needs it so much. 

 

Virginia would like to add: “Thank you for always making me feel welcome, for sharing meals 

and conversation, and for the wonderful fellowship of Celtic Communion. Every blessing as you 

journey onwards.” To which words, I simply add my own blessing: “May the peace of Christ be 

with you.” 

 

Michael & Virginia 

 

Every blessing! 

Michael 



Treasurers Tidings 

 

Of course, the suspension of services will, once again, disrupt the flow of money given in 

collections. If you use the yellow offertory envelopes please continue to put aside your weekly 

offering - as so many of you have been doing since the first suspension of church services last 

March.  

 

Alternatively below is a button that you can click if you are reading this newsletter via an 

online phone, tablet or computer and it will open our donations page in your browser. [Note 

that the service providers we are using are the Church of England‟s technology partners, 

whose security has been thoroughly tested.] 

 

If this newsletter is printed you can find the button at the bottom of  

St Paul‟s Macc website page. 

COVID Update 

The Standing Committee recently took the decision to suspend Sunday morning wor-

ship, with agreement from the PCC, until further notice. The rise in Coronavirus cases 

and of course the new variant spreading quickly meant that we had to be sure of eve-

ryone‟s safety and wellbeing and it was felt that at this time it was just not worth the in-

creased risk of our congregation being exposed to this after we have done so well to 

make St Paul‟s a Covid safe place to attend. This was a hard decision to make to sus-

pend worship as we know coming to church means so much to many of you, but we 

want everyone to be back with us fit and healthy when we do eventually re-open. 

Standing Committee will review the decision towards the middle of February in line with 

the government‟s review and plans for easing lockdown restrictions. We don‟t want St 

Paul‟s being recognised as source for a local outbreak of the virus.  

The Parish Centre also remains closed to all groups and hirers at this present moment. 

By the time this lockdown is over, the centre will have been closed to hirers for almost 

12 months (bar a few weeks hire). This has been a substantial loss of income for us over 

this period.  

Keep safe and well.  

Matthew 

Happy Birthday! 

If you have celebrated your birthday recently or are due to celebrate soon, here is the 

St Paul‟s birthday song just for you: 
 

Happy birthday to you. 

Happy Birthday to you. 

God bless you and keep you, 

Happy birthday to you. 

Donate 

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/5bcce5eb-949e-4657-baa4-59c9cf111958


LENT 2021 

This Lent the Diocese of Chester, led by the diocesan Environment Forum, is inviting you to join 

in with a Lenten journey. Leading the way are 40 individuals from around our diocese who will 

each reflect on God‟s word and God‟s world. They will delve into scripture and share inspiring 

personal stories about the small ways in which they are moved to cherish the gift of life.  

So, are you up for joining in?  

Daily reflections - these will be emailed separately or you can visit https://

www.chester.anglican.org/Lent 

Mini challenges - Take up our 7 mini challenges throughout Lent. Set by the diocesan 

Environment Forum, these 7 mini challenges will stretch you to live your life differently for the 

season of Lent (and beyond). So, instead of giving up something for Lent, why not try taking up 

one or all of these mini challenges?  

Ian Bishop  

Archdeacon of Macclesfield  

 

 

 

 

 



 



Upcoming services at St Paul’s 
 

Online services only until further notice—please see the website for the video link, 

prayers and updates. 
 

Wednesday morning communion has yet to be scheduled for a re-start date. 

Online worship resources 
 

Have you looked online at the resources now available to help with your 

worship? 

 

Here is a link to the sections: 

 

Pray with us: 

Each week, this section of the website will be  

updated with the prayers used in the Sunday  

service. We are grateful to those who write the  

weekly prayers and give their time and words to  

put together such meaningful and special prayers  

so that we can pray together. Click the picture  

to be taken to the pray with us section of the  

website. 

 

 

Worship with us: 

Each week, the Sunday service is uploaded to the  

website and our YouTube Channel for you to reflect  

upon during the coming week or to share with your  

friends and family. Click on the picture to be taken  

to the online worship section of the website. 

 

https://stpaulsmacc.org/?page_id=2416
https://stpaulsmacc.org/?page_id=2717


Buildings update... 
 

We are afraid to report that January hasn‟t been overly kind to the building I am afraid. The 

latest storm in mid-January played havoc with the leaks in church!  Never have we had so 

many receptacles out collecting water!  It was a sad sight! Nick and I are doing our very best 

to ensure that the building is kept as well as we can do but these are certainly challenging 

times! 

 

We have had one estimate for urgent repairs to where the leaks are in both the upper and 

lower roof. We are looking around £6-7,000 for these repairs and it must be stressed that these 

are only „sticking plaster‟ works to stop further water ingress and damage to the building. We 

will look to gaining approval for these to be done as soon as we are able. 

To add to our challenges, it appears there are significant issues with the spire again following 

Bailey Steeplejack‟s inspections. The leak in the tower is being caused by water ingress from 

across the spire and the inspection has shown that it is likely to require re-pointing!  We are 

currently in conversation with Bailey‟s about this and why after only 11 years we are facing this 

issue again. 

 

Several conversations have been had with the church architect about how to proceed with 

this and his plan is to get the sticking plaster work done to make the building as water tight as 

we can then look to compile a refurbishment project including re-roofing, re-guttering and  

re-leading the outside of the building then focussing on a major refurbishment to put good all 

the water damaged areas which will no doubt include re-plastering and redecoration. This is 

going to be an ambitious and costly project over the next 12-18 months at least.  

 

We obviously can not afford all of this work off our own back so the Diocese are aware of our 

current situation and will support us with planning fundraising and apply for grant funding. Look 

out over the coming months how you may be able to help. 

 

So, we face some extreme challenges with the building, but we will overcome these 

challenges as we have done so before.  

 

Matthew & Nick 



Uniformed group updates 

It seems such a long time since we have seen our uniformed groups in church and we so long for the 
day when we can resume Parade Services. We thought it would be nice to keep you up to date with 
what the groups are doing over lockdown and pandemic restrictions. This month we start with The 
Guides and their update is attached. They certainly have been very busy over lockdown! 

 

 

 

 







Looking after yourself 

This lockdown has been very different to the one in March 2020. The darker days, colder 

weather, tired feeling of restrictions and generally feelings of being fed up have been felt by 

many of us in different ways. It is important that we take time to look after ourselves and our 

feelings. Here are some ways you can do this: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Captured on camera: 

On a recent check of church one late afternoon, 

Matthew captured the setting sun streaming inside 

the building which looked just stunning! 



Thank you Michael 

As you are all aware, Michael‟s last service (whether online or maybe in 

church) is on Sunday 28th February.  

I am sure that all of you will wish to join Nick and I in offering grateful thanks 

to Michael for his ministry here in many ways, not just on a Sunday, at St 

Paul‟s over the last 4.5 years.  

We wish Michael and Virginia all the very best for their future ahead and 

sincerely hope that their plans to retire to Norfolk bear fruition as soon as 

possible as this has been a long-term and well-deserved aim of theirs.  

Thank you Michael, and we wish you all the best and offer our love and prayers for your future 

ahead and do keep in touch! 

 

“The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious 

to you; The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace” Number 6:24 

 

Nick, Matthew and everyone at St Paul‟s Church.  

In next month‟s issue we would love to share any news , notices or birthdays that you may 

have. If you have something to send please email Emma on:  

emma@stpaulsmacc.org   

We look forward to sharing this with everyone! 

Our office staff are currently working from home. If you need to speak to someone during this 

time please contact either the Vicar in the first instance, or the Churchwardens. You can also 

contact the leader of your weekly telephone contact group as well. 
Churchwardens: 

Matthew Cooper - 07515 167469 | Nick Mottershead - 07809 274565 

 

Website:  https://stpaulsmacc.org/        
You Tube Channel:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQMeK5BCanr78m6_FuA0yFQ 

(or search St Paul‟s Macclesfield in YouTube) 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsmacclesfield 

Interregnum  

To add to the challenges of the building, we enter interregnum from 1st March 2021. We do not 

have a time frame on how long this will be. We have support in place from both the 

Archdeacon and Rural Dean and we will be guided by them as we seek to plan a way 

forward for a new priest in charge.  When possible, the PCC will meet to discuss the vacancy in 

more detail.  

A core team has been put together to manage the day to day interregnum comprising of 

both churchwardens (Nick and Matthew), Joan Mottershead, Ann Harris, Malcolm Brown and 

Jean Bennett. The core team are made up of people already on the PCC so it makes it easier 

for reporting back to and liaising with the PCC on interregnum progress and processes so 

everyone knows where we are up to. We will also keep regular communication through the 

newsletter with you all. There will be more on the core team in the March issue.  

Plans are already in place for the cover of services once we are able to meet in church again 

and hopefully in the March issue we can share details of this with you.  Should the church still 

remain closed due to the pandemic, we will continue to offer a form of online worship. We 

can‟t promise it will be as slick and as professional as Michael‟s services, but we will give it our 

best go to ensure that you have a rich and varied worship opportunity and share some joy.  

“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to 

those who are called according to his purpose” Romans 8:28 

The Interregnum Team and PCC. 

mailto:emma@stpaulsmacc.org
https://stpaulsmacc.org/

